
WIIERE.H,S, the oil drillingt economic benlfits fail to take into account the
risks to Florida's tourism industry due to offshore drilling riQrs, pipelines, storage
facilities, vessels and other infrastructure in and on Floridd land and waters that
are in direct visual, physical and environmenfal conflidf with the world-class
beaches that are the basis of Florida's tourism and economyJ and

WHEREAS, despite technological advancps in oit r[f drilling technology,
there is no positive assurance that catastrophic dhmage to oirr coastline, beaches,
plant and fish life can be avoided-whether frort'r drilling rhud containing hearry
metals such as mercury, regular production, or {ccidental fil spills-and whether
during normal operating conditions or during stofm situatioips; and

CIIT or
IN

OFASTIJNE
DtrTE.

environmentally and
Ilision at the entrance
that reached Pinellas

WHEREAS, in 1993 Pinellas County Ie
economically destructive an oil spill can be whe
to Tampa Bay resulted in a spill of more than 300,
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beaches as far away as 14 miles and resulted in a 45Yo drqp in tourism arrd a $5
billion economic loss over the following two yearf; and I
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WIIEREAS, given that Florida waters ext$nd no *o{" than 10 miles from
the coastline, drilling rigs of any size would be sQen on the tr]orizon in the daytime,
in the sunset and especially at night; and
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